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81/22
Election of Chairman.

In the absence of both the Chairman and the Vice Chairman it was unanimously resolved that Cllr. C McKemey be appointed Chairman for the duration of the meeting.
82/22
Apologies.

Cllrs. A Birch, D Parker, S Parker, E Preston and S Wyche.
83/22
Declarations of Interest.


None.
84/22
Dispensation Requests.

None.
85/22
Public Participation.

A resident raised the issue of traffic in the village and the amount of inconsiderate parking that was taking place. In addition the lack of a Crossing Warden on Kilby Road was presenting a danger to school children crossing the road at this point. It was unclear if it was the intention or not to fill the vacancy. It was agreed enquiries would be made to ascertain what was happening. 

A resident raised the issue of the loss of security to the Recreation Ground at night that would occur once the herras fencing to the new development adjacent to the vehicle access was removed. This was a particular concern for those residents whose rear gardens backed onto the Recreation Ground. The resident was assured that the Parish Council was aware of the situation and action was being taken to ensure the security of the Recreation Ground was not compromised. 

Joe Smith, Baptist Minister referred to the Shire Homes development and the outstanding planning application for the changes to the development at the rear of the Baptist Church. The application made no provision for a rear access to the Church car park as had been agreed in the original application which would have avoided the need to use the access off High Street which was difficult to use at the best of times with the gates, narrow entrance and poor sight line. Joe also pointed out that development was taking place without the appropriate planning permission being in place. Joe hoped that the Parish Council would be able to give its support to gaining an access to the rear of the Church premises. It was agreed that the Parish Council would do what it could to support this.

Mick O’Brien, Chairman, Fleckney Athletic AFC raised an issue regarding the recently held Fleckney Festival and the resulting damage to the football pitches. The Club was spending a considerable amount of money in maintaining and improving the pitches and he was disappointed that the damage had occurred. The contractor working for the Club had estimated that approximately 50% of the nine aside pitch next to the cricket field had been damaged and would need reseeding in places at a cost of £320.

Mick suggested that in order to allow time for any damage to be repaired in future years that the Festival takes place at an earlier date. 
86/22
Fleckney Festival.

Members received a report and financial statement from the Fleckney Festival Committee detailing the events and activities that had taken place at the recent Festival and highlighting issues that had arisen on the day, copies of which had been previously circulated.
A number of issues were raised by members including the parking on Leicester Road and adjoining side streets that had caused congestion and inconvenience to nearby residents, the lack of signage for the Car Park on Leicester Road and the limited access by the public to those parts of the Recreation Ground not being used for the Festival. Comments on three issues were made by the Fleckney Festival Committee representatives.

Notwithstanding the issues that had been highlighted it was agreed that the Festival had been a resounding success and was now attracting visitors from far and wide. Feedback from those attending had been really good with the admission charge ensuring that the Festival made a small surplus which would go towards the costs of next year’s Festival.

The Fleckney Festival representatives were asked to provide details of its proposals, particularly the date, for next year’s event in time for consideration at the next Recreation Committee. 
Resolved the report be received and noted.  

87/22
Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th July 2022.
Resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 8th August 2022, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, be signed by the Chairman as a true record.

88/22
Matters arising from the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th August 2022.
Min 77/22 - Fleckney Festival – Halloween Themed Firework Display – The Clerk reported that the Fleckney Festival Committee had confirmed that the event would now not being going ahead.

89/22
Accounts.
The Clerk submitted details of accounts due for payment and amounts paid in September following the cancellation of the September meeting due to the death of HM Queen Elizabeth II, copies of which were circulated to members at the meeting, as set out below:
September Payments:
	Cheque
	Name
	 
	 
	 
	Description
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Amount
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	BL0865
	Target Hygiene Services Ltd
	Dog Bin Emptying
	 
	600.60
	 
	 
	 

	BL0866
	Zurich Municipal
	Insurances
	 
	5,396.23
	 
	 
	 

	BL0867
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	Audit
	 
	720.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL0868
	Equals Fair FX (Amazon)
	Cable Protector
	 
	13.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL0868
	Equals Fair FX (Amazon)
	Laptop/Projector Stand
	 
	26.12
	 
	 
	 

	BL0868
	Equals Fair FX (Safety Services Direct)
	Training Course
	 
	59.40
	 
	 
	 

	BL0868
	Equals Fair FX (Keytek Locksmiths)
	Locksmith Service
	 
	111.60
	 
	 
	 

	BL0868
	Equals Fair FX (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	 
	1.49
	 
	 
	 

	BL0868
	Equals Fair FX (HP Instant Ink)
	Ink Replacement Service
	 
	1.50
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Subtotal No.
	BL0868
	       213.11

	BL0869
	Blue River Steel
	Steel Building Supply
	 
	9,072.90
	 
	 
	 

	BL0870
	Snackmore Vending
	Water Cooler
	 
	109.20
	 
	 
	 

	BL0871
	JRB Enterprise Ltd
	Dog Waste Bin
	 
	271.80
	 
	 
	 

	BL0872
	Ricoh
	Printing
	 
	25.38
	 
	 
	 

	BL0872
	Ricoh
	Printing
	 
	25.37
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Subtotal No.
	BL0872
	         50.75

	BL0873
	ESPO
	Paper
	 
	41.78
	 
	 
	 

	BL0874
	ESPO
	Toilet Rolls & Black Sacs
	 
	48.61
	 
	 
	 

	BL0875
	Guardian
	Security
	 
	242.45
	 
	 
	 

	BL0875
	Guardian
	Security
	 
	242.45
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Subtotal No.
	BL0875
	       484.90

	BL0876
	Target Hygiene Services Ltd
	Dog Bin Emptying
	 
	72.00
	 
	 
	 

	BL0877
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	 
	407.29
	 
	 
	 

	BL0878-83
	Various
	 Wages
	 
	4,749.64
	 
	 
	 

	BL0884
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	 
	1,573.12
	 
	 
	 

	DD10
	Water Plus
	Water Services
	 
	52.40
	
	
	

	DD13
	Nat West Bank
	Bank Charges
	 
	27.65
	
	
	

	DD15
	British Gas
	Electricity
	 
	231.56
	 
	 
	 

	DD16
	British Gas
	Electricity
	 
	11.64
	 
	 
	 

	DD6
	British Gas
	Electricity
	 
	12.96
	 
	 
	 

	DD9August
	Nest
	Pension Contributions
	 
	184.99
	 
	 
	 

	DDBT1
	British Telecom
	Telephone accounts
	 
	328.81
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Total
	 
	 
	£24,661.94
	 
	 
	 


October Payments:
	Cheque
	Name
	
	
	
	Description
	
	
	
	Amount
	
	
	

	BL0885
	Blue River Steel
	Groundworks (Paid)
	4,435.20
	
	
	

	BL0886
	Fleckney Baptist Church
	Youth Club Rent
	150.00
	
	
	

	BL0887
	Dura Sport Ltd
	AWP Repair
	300.00
	
	
	

	BL0888
	Regent Samsic
	Cleaning
	407.29
	
	
	

	BL0889
	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Defibrillator Battery
	342.00
	
	
	

	BL0891
	Dura Sport Ltd
	AWP Maintenance
	318.00
	
	
	

	BL0892
	Equals Fair FX (The Co-op)
	Fire Alarm Battery
	5.95
	
	
	

	BL0892
	Equals Fair FX (B & Q)
	Fibre Washers/Tape
	4.88
	
	
	

	BL0892
	Equals Fair FX (Screwfix)
	Side Entry Fill Valve
	7.03
	
	
	

	BL0892
	Equals (Post Office)
	Stamps
	13.04
	
	
	

	BL0892
	Equals Fair FX (Skillbase)
	Training Course
	151.20
	
	
	

	BL0892
	Equals Fair FX (Amazon)
	Flag
	9.95
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Subtotal No.
	BL0892
	       192.05

	BL0893
	Guardian
	Security
	484.90
	
	
	

	BL0894
	Blue River Steel
	Groundworks (Paid)
	4,435.20
	
	
	

	BL0895
	J H Flower (Electrical World)
	Weedkiller
	27.06
	
	
	

	BL0896
	Blue River Steel
	Building Materials (Paid)
	2,700.00
	
	
	

	BL0897
	Community Heartbeat Trust
	Defibrillator Battery
	342.00
	
	
	

	BL0898
	ESPO
	Toilet Rolls
	25.48
	
	
	

	BL0899
	Ricoh
	Photocopying
	25.38
	
	
	

	BL0899
	Ricoh
	Photocopying
	25.37
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Subtotal No.
	BL0899
	         50.75

	BL0900
	Post Office
	PO Box Annual Fee
	300.00
	
	
	

	BL0901
	Blue River Steel
	Groundworks (Paid)
	3,369.60
	
	
	

	BL0902
	HMRC
	Tax & NI
	1,410.85
	
	
	

	BL0903-08
	Various
	 Wages
	4,162.00
	
	
	

	DD10
	Water Plus
	Water Services
	52.40
	
	
	

	DD13
	Nat West Bank
	Bank Charges
	27.20
	
	
	

	DD15
	British Gas
	Electricity
	200.77
	
	
	

	DD16
	British Gas
	Electricity
	11.64
	
	
	

	DD6
	British Gas
	Electricity
	12.96
	
	
	

	DD9
	Nest
	Pension Contributions
	549.94
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Total
	
	£23,951.53 
	
	
	


The Clerk reported that the total receipts in September amounted to £78,396.00 excluding VAT and included the Precept payment from Harborough DC of £73,725.
The Clerk submitted a Bank Reconciliation Statement at 30th September 2022.

The Clerk also submitted details of petty cash payments for the September quarter.

The Clerk also submitted for approval a Direct Debit mandate for British Gas Lite for the supply of electricity to the Lodge Road Shower and Toilet Unit.

Resolved that:
(i) The accounts as set out above be approved for payment.
(ii) The information on receipts be received and noted.
(iii) The Bank Reconciliation Statement at 30th September be received and noted.

(iv) The details of the petty cash payments for the September quarter be received and noted.
(v) The Direct Debit for British Gas Lite be approved.

90/22   
District and County Councillors’ and Police Reports.

Members received the report of district councillors Bilbie and Wood, copies of which had been previously circulated to members, that gave information on farm thefts and rural crime, attendance of the Police at parish council meetings and the strategic priorities of  the District Council between 2023 and 2028,

Cllr Bilbie indicted he would like to arrange extra meetings with the Parish to discuss and explain the work being done by the District Council in focussing on communities across the district. 
 The Clerk submitted crime statistics for the Village for the period June 2021 to July 2022.

Resolved that:

i) The reports be received and noted.
ii) An item be put on next month’s agenda to consider Cllr Bilbie’s request.

iii) Further information and analysis be sought on the crime figures for violence and sexual offences which seem particularly high

91/22    Correspondence.

The Clerk submitted details of correspondence received since the last meeting as set out below:

	Ref No.
	Received From
	Contents
	Agreed  Action



	1
	Rural Community Council (Leicestershire & Rutland)
	Notice of AGM - 31st October 2022 at 11.30 at Park House, Stamford Street, Glenfield.

	Noted.

	2
	Harborough District Children and Young People’s Charity (HCYC)
	Notice of AGM – 3rd November 2022 at The Symington Building, Market Harborough and via Zoom.

	Noted. Cllr. T Mcdonagh to attend via Zoom.

	3
	Arnesby Parish Council

	Notice of decision to undertake a review of its Neighbourhood Plan.

	Noted


92/22
Employees and Chair’s Reports.

Members’ considered the report of the Street Orderly, copies of which were displayed on the overhead at the meeting. 
There was no report from the Chairman.
Resolved that the report of the Street Orderly be received and noted.
93/22
Recreation Committee.

Members received copies of the minutes of the Recreation Committee that had met on the 25th July 2022, copies of which had been previously circulated.
Resolved that the minutes of the Recreation Committee held on 26th October 2022 be received and noted.
94/22
Planning Applications.

Members considered and commented on new planning applications received since the last meeting of the Council as follows:

	Reference
	Proposal
	Location
	Comment

	22/01460/FUL
	Erection of a two storey front extension, with first floor half-dormers to and integrated solar roof panel, and a single storey front extension and porch 

	50 Long Grey
	No comments.

	22/01620/VAC
	Erection of 150 dwellings and associated works (Reserved Matters of 18/00579/OUT, including details of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) (Variation of Conditions 1 (permitted plans), 2 (electricity substation), 3 (parking and turning facilities), 7 (CEMP), 8 (Landscaping), 10 (footpath material) and 11 (Birdcage Cottage) of 21/01222/REM to amend/redesign the layout and house types and accordingly amend the conditions/wording)  


	Land off Arnesby Road
	The application be considered by Cllrs. T Mcdonagh and S Robson with any comments being forwarded to the Clerk for the onward approval of all councillors prior to their submission to Harborough DC.

	22/01621/FUL


	Erection of 5 dwellings 

	Land off Arnesby Road
	The application be considered by Cllrs. T Mcdonagh and S Robson with any comments being forwarded to the Clerk for the onward approval of all councillors prior to their submission to Harborough DC.



	22/01671/FUL
	Conversion of garage to habitable accommodation and erection of a front porch 

	3 Penclose Road
	No comments

	22/01696/PDN
	Application to determine if Prior Approval is required for a proposed Installation, Alteration or Replacement of other Solar Photovoltaics (PV) equipment on the Roofs of Non-domestic Buildings The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) - Schedule 2, Part 14, Class J 

	36 Churchill Way
	No comments

	PREAPP/22/00209
	Erection of two amateur radio antennas
	5 Penclose Road
	No concerns about the installation of a single mast at the rear of the property.




Resolved that the comments on planning applications as set out in the table above be forwarded by the Clerk to Harborough DC.
95/22
Harborough DC’s Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment       2021/Neighbourhood Plan Review.

Members considered the publication of the Harborough DC’s Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment 2021, its likely impact for the Village and the need to consider carrying out a review of the Neighbourhood Plan. The assessment identified a number of sites in the Village that had the potential for development over the next fifteen years with the information being used to inform the new Local Plan that was in the course of preparation. Whilst it was unlikely all the identified sites would allocated for new housing, nevertheless, with the need for Harborough DC to meet its housing target which has been swelled by the overspill from Leicester City it was almost certain that there would have to be some new sites allocated in the Village. 

In view of the strong possibility that there would be a need to accommodate more housing in the Village members felt it was an opportune time to review the Neighbourhood Plan to ensure the Village had a say and influence on where future development took place.

Resolved that:

i)
The publication of the Harborough DC’s Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment 2021 be noted. 
ii) An item be placed on the agenda for the next meeting to start the process to review the Fleckney Neighbourhood Plan.
96/22
Memorial to HM Queen Elizabeth II.
Members considered a suggestion from a resident that consideration be given to providing a permanent memorial in memory of the late Queen Elizabeth II in the centre of the village.

Members felt the suggestion had some merit and considered number ideas but decided the best way forward would be to get some further ideas from the resident who had put the suggestion forward.

Resolved that further ideas for a memorial be sought from the resident who put the suggestion forward and the matter be considered again at a future meeting.
97/22
External Audit Report and Certificate 2021/22.

The Clerk reported the receipt of the External Audit Report and Certificate 2021/22 copies of which had been previously circulated to members. 

The External Auditor Report 2021/22 stated:

 “On the basis of the review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: None.”

External Audit Certificate 2021/22 stated:

 “We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March 2022.” 

Resolved the report be received and noted.

98/22
External Audit Appointment – Opt Out.

The Clerk provided details of the procedure for opting out of the arrangements under the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 for the next appointing period which runs from 2022/23 to 2026/27.

Resolved that the Parish Council does not exercise its right to opt out of the Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 for the next appointing period which runs from 2022/23 to 2026/27.

99/22
Health and Safety Support and Advice.

The Clerk submitted quotations for the provision of Health and Safety support and advice for the three year period commencing 1st December 2022 on the expiry of the current contract.

Resolved that the quotation from Guardian Support in the sum of £685 per annum for the three year period commencing 1st December 2022 be accepted.
100/22   Suspension of Standing Order 3x


Resolved that Standing Order 3x be suspended to allow the Meeting to continue beyond 9.30pm.

101/22   
Investments.

The Clerk provided members with information on the Parish Council’s current investments and the need to reduce the amount in the current account as this was not earning any interest. Having looked at the cash flow a sum of up to £85k could be made available for deposit in either an instant or short notice account. A further £85k invested in Hampshire Trust Bank in a one year fixed rate bond is due to mature on 10th November although renewal terms had yet to be received.

Resolved that:

i) Up to £85k be placed with the Charity Bank in its 40 day notice account.

ii) The maturing Hampshire Trust Bank deposit be invested in either a Hampshire Trust one year bond or a Nationwide one year saver which ever offered the best rate at the time.

iii) The signatories for any new accounts be taken from Cllrs. S Wyche, J Earwaker, C McKemey and A Birch as required to meet the minimum signing requirements with the Clerk being authorised to give instructions.

3.
102/22
Financial Regulations.
This item of business was deferred to the next meeting. 

103/22
New Sports Centre.

This item of business was deferred to the next meeting. 

104/22
Date of Next Meeting.
Monday 14th November 2022 at 7.00 pm. 
The Meeting closed at 9.45 pm.

Signed………………………………….Date……………….

Chairman
Fleckney Parish Council





Minutes of the Meeting of the Fleckney Parish Council held at the Sports Centre, Leicester Road 10th October 2022.





Present:


Cllrs. C McKemey (Chairman), J Brummel, J Earwaker, S Kenyon-Ellis, T Mcdonagh and S Robson.





J H Flower, Clerk to the Council. 





Members of the Public – Nine
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